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Magnificent seven is
driving ambition for
™ title challenge

G

CHALLENGE:

Bothwell
Alick Kerr hopes for a podium finish
on Saturday’s Merrick Stages rally.

By Andy McGilvray

BOTHWELL rally ace Alick
Kerr has targeted a second

successive podium finish In
Saturday’s Hankook Merrick

Stages — the seventh and pen-

ultimate round of the Scottish
Championship.

The 22-year-old currently lies
second in the overall drivers’ standings
— 16 points adrift of defending cham-
pion David Bogie.

Following his hard-earned third

place finish on the Speyside Stages,
Kerr knows he needs to be on top form
on the fast-flowing forest stages of

south-west Scotland.

With competitors requiring to drop
two of eight rounds before final pla-
cings are decided, the Merrick is re-
garded as a ‘make or break’ event.

Kerr, who starts 10th on Saturday in
his Subaru Impreza, said: “We need to
target a podium if we were to keep the
pressure on. We've had problems with
the car on almost every round so far,
but we have also managed to keep in
the top five with a good bit of luck.

“We have dropped only one round so
far so there’s still a bit of leeway,
coming into the last two rounds.

“Other drivers are not in such a good
position in that respect, as they cannot
afford to slip up at all.”

Fellow Bothwell competitor and

team-mate Nigel Feeney will also be in
action in the Galloway forests in his
Subaru Impreza N10, alongside nav-
igator Ian Angell.

Also taking part in a MG Metro 6R4
*s Hamilton’s Alastair McSkimming,
who will be assisted by Martin Forrest
from Aberdeen.

The Hankook Merrick Stages has
attracted nearly 100 entries and com-
petitors will need to be ‘in the groove’
from the start as they tackle an open-
ing stage of nearly 19 miles.

The first ‘historic’ entry leaves the
start-line in Wigtown at 8.30am on
Saturday, with the main field following
on from 9.10am.

Full details can be found at:
www.merrickstages.co.uk.



